
It has been difficult to be a Serb for the past ten to fifteen years. In a book

entitled Islam and Dhimmitude Where Civilizations Collide, Bat Ye'or, a Jewish

historian who was born in Egypt, lives in Britain, and writes in French, made the

following comment:

...A media campaign of generalized demonization of the

Serbs aimed at neutralizing all opposition to NATO's

anti-Serb war, was waged with terrifying cynicism. The

war to annihilate Serbia was intended to punish the

crimes of Milosevic and his regime, but the media

campaigns end~avored to calm the anti-Westemism in

the Muslim world, and of Muslim immigrants in Europe.

It also helped to gain forgiveness for the war in Iraq by a

strong pro-Muslim counterbalancing policy in the

Balkans. (P .338)

She goes on to say that, on a far larger scale, NATO's war against the Serbs

repeated the propaganda tactics used against Jews in Europe and the Middle East.

These tactics included control of the media on a world-wide scale; assuring that

the information disseminated concerning the war, and its justifications was

unifoml; the collective demonization of the Serbs, and not just Milosevic' s

criminal regime, and the pillaging of Serbian history



As 

the propaganda campaign unfolded, I am sure that you, like me, could

not identify who these people that the media kept referring to as Serbs really were.

The behavior and motives attributed to them bore no relation to my experience

and knowledge of Serb culture and history. When Patriarch Pavle told us that the

only way we could counter this indefensible attack was by confonning our own

conduct to the moral teachings of the Orthodox Church, could not help but

reflect on my grandfather. When he came to this country at the age of 20, he and

the small community of Orthodox Serbs in Butte, Montana decided that their first

priority was to build a church. He served as the chairman of the building

committee and as the first president of the parish, a post he held for 37 years. He

opened a small grocery store. During the Depression he sold food on credit to

anyone who asked. Eventually he had to close the store because he had no money

to keep it open. At the time the store closed, he had $30,000.00 in accounts

receivable outstanding. He made no effort to collect from anyone. He then found

work as a janitor in the change house at the Mountain Consolidated Mine, a

position he held until his retirement. During the Depression when transients came

to his door seeking a handout, he invited them in to sit at his table, even when it

forced him to feign lack of hunger in order to feed them. When some family

members objected to his generosity, he simply responded that he would not deny

Lazarus. Regrettably, those who objected did not recognize the reference. My

grandfather taught by his actions, not by his words. He would say no more than,

"It is wrong not to do good."

Is there a connection between the appeal of Patriarch Pavle, the life ofa

failed grocer in Montana, and the challenges that confront a lawyer in Chicago or
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