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A Message from SBAA President  
 
Greetings to our SBAA membership! As our ranks continue to 
increase, the Serbian Bar Association is making every effort 
to better serve our Serbian attorneys, the communities we 
live in, and the world community. One of our primary projects 
this fall is the redesign of our website which we trust will be 
an invaluable resource putting you in touch with our attorneys 
across America and Canada, offering employment and 
business networking, and keeping you current with our 
activities and events. Other goals this year are the funding of 
our foundation to help grow the scholarship amounts for our 
law students, and continuing legal education. In order for our 
plans to succeed, we need you! Please take an interest in the 
SBAA this year by attending our meetings, coming out to the 
Scholarship Gala and other events, and by donating funds to 
make all of these projects become a reality. 
 
We are happy to have an Executive Director this year, Ms. 
Kelly Pavich, who is energetically moving these projects 
forward. You will soon receive invitations for our next fall 
event, the 16th Annual Scholarship Gala, set for Saturday 
evening, November 19, 2005 at the University Club of 
Chicago. At this year’s Gala, we are honoring Professor Leon 
Lsyaght of Detroit, Michigan, with the Czar Dushan Award, 
and Alex Machaskee, President and Publisher of “The Plain 
Dealer” of Cleveland with the Merit Award, two exemplary 
professionals. Do not miss this event! 
 

Looking to 2006, we are planning a CLE seminar at a ski 
resort in Wisconsin in February and much more. On behalf of 
my board, we look forward to your involvement with the 
organization which will enrich your legal life. See you soon 
and best wishes!  

Marya Savich  
 

2005 SBAA Scholarship Gala Awardees:  
Prof. Leon Lysaght &Alex Machaskee  

 
The 2005 SBAA Scholarship Gala has two very special 
awardees, both of whom deserve our admiration, respect and 
attendance at this year’s Gala on Saturday, November 19. 
 
The Czar Dusan Award is given to Serbian American lawyers 
who have excelled in their legal work and who have, through 
their legal careers, demonstrated leadership in the 
community. Leon Lysaght has achieved something that no 
other Serbian American lawyer has achieved, becoming a 
tenured full professor of law at one of the better law schools 
in the US, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law. A 
graduate of the University of Chicago School of Law (1965), 
Professor Lysaght was born in Butte, Montana and was 
raised in Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church there, the 
grandson of Serbian immigrants from Hercegovina. He is a 
member of the Serbian Bar Association and of St. Lazarus 
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral (Ravanica) in Detroit, Michigan. 
He has been involved with both St. Sava Serbian Orthodox 
School of Theology in Libertyville and with St. Vladimir 
Orthodox Seminary in Crestwood, New York, where he is a 
member of the Board of Trustees. He has worked on legal 
and philanthropic projects in the former Yugoslavia. We look 
forward to hearing his eloquent remarks at the 2005 Gala! 
 
The Merit Award is given to those individuals, both Serbs and 
non-Serbs, who through their work and life demonstrate 
support for the Serbian American community and its 
institutions. Alex Machaskee is the President and Publisher of 
“The Cleveland Plain Dealer,” which during his long tenure 
has been the most fair and unbiased reporter of news related 
to the former Yugoslavia. Most importantly, he is one of the 
most respected journalists in the United States, whose 
reputation as a great American and proud Serb is known both 
in the highest circles of the Bush administration and in every 
Serbian parish in Cleveland area. Born in Youngstown, Ohio 
and raised in Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church there, Mr. 
Machaskee (pre-Ellis Island Macesic) roots are in Kordun in 
the Serbian Krajina region. He is a member of St. Sava 
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in Parma, Ohio, the Serb 
National Federation, the Serbian Unity Congress and host of 
Cleveland, Ohio and US civic and fraternal organizations. 
The SBAA is honored to have a man of Mr. Machaskee’s 
stature accept the SBAA Merit Award. 

SBAA Member 
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2005-2006 SBAA Officers  
President Marya Savich 
Vice President Paul Djurisic 
Secretary Ryann Whalen 
Treasurer Nada Sizemore 
Immediate Past President Christina Anderson 
 
2005-2006 SBAA Directors 
Drew Balac, Dana Djokic, Marko Djurisic, Nevenka Micovic, 
Zorka Ristanovic, Anastasia Pavich, Dragan Milosevic, Doug 
Petrovic, Slavko Ristic, Milena Protic 
 
Past Presidents  
Nicholas M. Duric, Hon. George M. Marovich, Robert J. 
Pavich, Douglas Palandech, John R. Ostojic, Donald 
Yovetich, Veda Dimitrovic, Nikola Kostich, Nick Katich, Hon. 
Theodore S. Potkonjak, Louis Milicich, Sava A. Vojcanin, 
Elizabeth Matich Todorovich  

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
• November 8th, 2005 
• January 10th, 2006 
• March 14th, 2006 
• MAY 9th, 2006 (ANNUAL MEETING/ELECTION OF 

NEW BOARD)  
 
BOARD MEETINGS 

• October 11th, 2005 
• February 14th, 2006 
• April 11th, 2006 

SBAA Celebrates Krsna Slava 
 
By Kelly Pavich 
 
On Friday evening, September 16, 2005, the SBAA 
celebrated its Slava/Patronal Feast, St. Joanikije the 
First Serbian Patriarch and Lawgiver.  This year’s Slava 
was held at Parthenon‘s, which is located in the heart of 
Greek town in Chicago.  Rev. Radovan Jakovljevic 
blessed the Slava Kolach. SBAA President Marya 
Savich, along with her Board of Directors, were joined by 
over 60 members and guests to celebrate this festive 
event.  
 
In addition to the good food and entertainment by the  
“Prazna Flasa” orchestra from Milwaukee, WI, the 
evening provided a wonderful forum for our guest 
speakers.   Our guest speakers included the Consulate 
for Serbia-Montenegro, Mr. Desko Nikitovic, Mr. John 
Pavich, who is running for U.S. Congress and the Hon. 
Ted Potkonjak, who announced his run for full circuit 
judge in Lake County, IL.  
 
To view pictures from the Slava, please be sure to visit 
our website at http://www.serbianbarassociation.org.  We 
are looking forward to seeing all of you at our 
Scholarship Gala in November. 
 
Kelly Pavich is the Executive Director of the SBAA.   

Membership Update/Dues Form 
 
Eligibility: All person of Serbian birth or ancestry and/or their spouses who are licensed to practice law in the U.S.A. or Canada are eligible for 
Regular Voting Membership.  All persons of Serbian birth or ancestry and/or their spouses who are enrolled in law school in the U.S.A. or 
Canada are eligible for Student Membership (non-voting).  
 
Dues: The SBAA Board of Directors shall prescribe annual dues for regular members, which shall be payable upon acceptance and annually 
thereafter.  Student members shall be excused from paying dues.  The annual membership fee is due by November 1st, 2005.  The dues for 
members are as follows: $100 for lawyers who have served the law for 10 years or more and $50 for lawyers who have served it for less than 10 
years.    
____________   New Members Application  ____________   Update Form 
 
Name:_____________________________________ Home Address:____________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________State: ______________ Zip: _______________________ Home Phone: __________________________ 
Work Phone:_____________________________ Fax: ____________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________ 
Place of Employment:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Work Address: ___________________________City: ___________________________State: _____________ Zip: _______________________ 
Law School: _______________________________ Graduation Year: _____________ Are you presently a student?: ______________________ 
Place and year admitted to bar: _________________________________ Practice Areas: ____________________________________________ 
Jurisdictions where admitted: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Birth: ______________________Place of Birth: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please include the following information in the SBAA Membership Directory, which will be posted on the SBAA website: ____E-mail __ Place & 
Address of Employment  __ Home Address __ Home Phone __ Jurisdiction __ Work Phone __Fax number ___ Do not list in directory 
 
If you wish to place an advertisement on the SBAA website, please enclose a draft advertisement/business card and check one of the following:         
___________Full-page $100     ______________Half-page $50  ___________Quarter-page $25 
 
Certification: I hereby certify that I wish to become a member of the SBAA and that the information contained in this application is true.  
 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________Date: _______________________________________ 
 
This application is subject to acceptance by the majority of regular members eligible to vote at an SBAA Annual or Special Membership 
Assembly.   Please clip this section and send this form to the SBAA in the enclosed envelope.   


